
Dudley Volunteer Awards 2016 
Nominee: Dave Brownhill ID No:  047 

Volunteers with [if applicable]: Black Country Festival, Black Country Radio and other 

volunteering 

Years volunteering Age 
Individual/Group 

Award 
Proposed Category 

40+ 56 Individual Gordon Lindsay 

Volunteering Activity: 

Dave Brownhill has supported local communities and voluntary organisations for a 

number of years through a range of activities. Founder of Dudley Hospital Radio over 

40 years ago, a founding member of the Black Country Festival, a board member of 

Black Country Community Radio and now Black Country Radio, he also provides 

networking and support through his business to a range or charitable and voluntary 

organisations. 

Reason for nomination: 

Dave Brownhill has been passionate about local communities and contributing back 

to the community for over 40 years. One of the key people behind Dudley Hospital 

Radio, he worked hard and supported this vital service within the local hospital. 

Dudley Hospital Radio began broadcasting back in 1975. The first show was 

broadcast from The Guest Hospital on Christmas Day of that year and the service 

became a charity in 1996. In 2009, 102.5 The Bridge joined forces with the service, with 

patients able to hear both stations. However, the service ceased to exist as a 

standalone operation a few years ago. Instead, the members put their skills to good 

use and set up Black Country Community Radio, broadcasting online but still 

maintaining the link to Russells Hall Hospital. As part of the merger between The Bridge 

and Black Country Community Radio, that hospital radio service has been adopted 

and now has a specialist show on Wednesday's from 9pm.  

 

Black Country Community Radio was set up by Dave and some partners as an online 

radio station a little over 4 years ago, to build upon the work of Dudley Hospital Radio. 

In the summer of 2015, Dave worked with members of 102.5 The Bridge to bring 

together the best of both local radio stations and Black Country Radio was formed - 

an entirely voluntary service broadcasting 24 hours a day across the Black Country of 

FM, across Birmingham as part of the DAB trials and online.  

 

Dave is also one of the founders of the Black Country Festival. The main goal of Black 

Country Day is to create a sense of community in the neighbourhoods where people 

live and work and developing an increased sense of community will lead to more 

personal involvement and more cultural, educational and social activities, which will 

create a better community and a better place for the people of the Black Country to 

live. The Black Country Festival is a series of independently organised events 

throughout July and encompassing the Official Black Country Day on July 14th. Dave 

works tirelessly to support this initiative, networking, providing some of his business 

services at no charge and a huge amount of work behind the scenes to continue to 

develop this festival. 

 

Dave has not just given opportunities through the station he has also worked with 

other organisations, he’s a Committee Member of Dudley Arts Council.  

 



Dudley Volunteer Awards 2016 
Dave’s commitment to giving back to the community is uncompromising - and is a 

part of his life and passion. Dave supports a range of local groups and charities 

through his networking and support and he thoroughly deserves to be recognised for 

his years of dedication and service to the communities of the Black Country. 

 


