
Dudley Volunteer Awards 2017 
Nominee: Team Hazelwood ID No:  050 

Volunteers with [if applicable]: Brierley Hill Musical Theatre Company amongst others 

Years volunteering Age Individual/Group 
Award Proposed Category 

20+ 18-75 Group Arts and Heritage 
Volunteering Activity:  
Team Hazelwood manage staging and props for amateur dramatic societies 
performing musicals. 
Reason for nomination: 
Team Hazelwood are a group of approximately 25 people led by Pete Hazelwood 
and Neal Clarke who work tirelessly and voluntary to ensure that amateur musical 
theatre productions can take to the stage knowing they are in safe hands and that 
all props and backstage scene changes etc. can run smoothly. 
 
Members of Team Hazelwood attend training in their own time to learn how to handle 
scenery safely, how to set up pyrotechnics safely, how to fly in cloths safely and all 
areas of health and safety within the backstage/on stage area. 
 
Team Hazelwood are not only on board for the technical work and the week of the 
show, during the months prior to the show when the cast are rehearsing they attend 
rehearsals so they can get their scene changes in the right place and to ensure that 
the cast members have all the props that are needed for their performance. 
 
Props can be anything from a spoon or flower arrangement to tables and chairs or 
even a rocket. There can be over a 100 props needed for a production, when the 
company move into the Civic Hall Team Hazelwood ensure that they are all ready for 
the performers to use. These props are searched for, built for the purpose of a specific 
production, repainted and mended, spray painted whatever is needed for the show 
to go on. The week prior to the show opening they will be working for most of the 
weekend and every night to ensure everything runs smoothly. 
 
Team Hazelwood have also supported our youth group (ages 7 – 21 years) and have 
built sets/scenery from scratch. Some of the shows they have built sets for are Back to 
the 80’s, Fame, High School Musical. For our production of Summer Holiday they built 
a front and side view of a double decker bus to fit on the Civic Hall stage it was 
amazing. They built a car made out of polystyrene with opening doors for our 
production of Grease and for the Addams Family tombstones and gargoyles are only 
a few of the items that were made for this production, a library with a stair case was 
also built. 
 
Team Hazelwood do not have any premises where scenery can be built and painted 
it is all done at their homes, tombstones and gargoyles decorated Nick Laws kitchen 
and hall and the Grease car took over his garage. High School Musical and Summer 
Holiday took over the living room, garden and patio. 
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Team Hazelwood also give voluntary backstage/props help to other companies as 
well as BHMTC, they work on approximately 14 productions throughout the year. For 
our current production ‘My Fair Lady’ in October they have been working alongside 
us since May attending rehearsals, production meetings and co-ordinating stage 
plans. 
 
Team Hazelwood are a dedicated hard working group of people who are not in the 
spotlight during a show, but without them musical productions and plays would not 
be performed, these guys are our unsung heroes without them the show definitely 
would not go on. 

 


