
Dudley Volunteer Awards 2017 
Nominee: Brett and the Blaze Angels ID No:  017 

Volunteers with [if applicable]: Blaze Hair, Kingswinford 

Years volunteering Age Individual/Group 
Award Proposed Category 

5 + 20-40 Group Business Supporting 
the Community 

Volunteering Activity: 
Brett and his team are committed to helping all the children and families through 
Dudley CVS’ Operation Santa every year, which supports children, young people and 
families across Dudley borough, who would otherwise get nothing for Christmas.   
 
Brett is so passionate about serving the community that he felt it was important to 
close his business and bring his entire staff to visit us at the Hope Centre, to talk to 
some of the families in need that we support. To do this it means that not only does he 
lose profit and custom, but had to cover the cost of the staff’s wages. Brett even 
walked around the area with myself, to meet some of the children and the residents.   
 
During their visit, one of his team, Georgie also offered to foster the pet dog 
belonging to the Hope Centre’s terminally ill neighbour, who has since passed away.  
Betty was able to die peacefully, knowing that her lifelong companion Harry, was 
safe and loved. Now that Betty is no longer with us, Harry has a lovely new home with 
a garden [after 8 years of living in a flat], with Georgie and her family.  
 
Last year the team really went above and beyond, with Brett organising the biggest 
donation in history of over 5,000 items from a local business. Brett is like the Pied Piper, 
one touch of Brett and you are inspired to give!  He has people following him loyally 
and supporting him each year to collect more donations than ever before. He called 
on local friends who were business people too to assist and descended on the grotto 
with a veritable mountain of new designer clothing and household items.   
 
Thanks to the donations which were passed on to us, we could give clothes and 
presents to over 120 families, 5 local homeless lads got clothing, toiletries and food 
too.   
 
They start collecting donations in January and continue all year round, gathering 
more momentum as Christmas approaches. The team organise fundraising events too 
to help boost donations. 
Reason for nomination: 
Dudley should be proud to have such an outstanding small business, who are 
dedicated to bringing joy each Christmas to local children and young people who 
are less fortunate. They are only a young team, but their dedication is outstanding. 
Other businesses could learn from them and their passion to change lives. 
 
Brett has no financial gain out of everything he and the team do, and he likes to 
operate under the radar. He and the team do an incredible job, but don’t expect 
praise for this, they just love to help and make a real difference. Brett does it with 
care, compassion and love to make a difference. He’s very humble. 
 



Dudley Volunteer Awards 2017 
Brett’s personality has reflected on his team who are all inspired and passionate 
about serving the community through Operation Santa.  
 
Brett and the team give hours of their own time to connect and collect donations 
from anyone they can contact … businesses, friends, family, customers, even the 
businesses near their salon are all inspired to support the Operation Santa appeal too. 
In 2016, they collected over half of the total number of donations. 
 
The Team all work full time and generously give their own time out of work hours to 
help bring smiles to the faces of hundreds of children across Dudley borough, who 
would otherwise have nothing to smile about on Christmas morning. 
 
They also help to raise funds for Christmas parties, food hampers, etc. 

 


